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C-Club Hall of Fame
to add six in October

The SUNY Cortland C-Club will induct six new members into its
Hall of Fame during the 42nd Annual Awards Banquet on
Saturday, Oct. 30, in the Corey Union Function Room.

This year's honorees are: Alfred Pisano '61, Fred Acee 63,
Richard Bianchino '63, John Anselmo '71, Sue Lauder 75 and
honorary inductee Joan Sitterly.

Established in 1969, the C-Club Hall of Fame recognizes
Cortland alumni who competed as athletes at the College and

who have since distinguished themselves in their professions and
within their communities. Honorary members are recognized for their long and significant

contributions to SUNY Cortland athletics.

New C-Club members have been added annually, and this year's ceremony will bring
the Hall of Fame roster to 213 alumni and 24 honorary members.

RICHARD L. BIANCHINO ’63

Anaheim Hills, Calif.

A four-sport athlete at Cortland, Richard
Bianchino became a highly decorated Marine
Corps officer and pilot whose repeated
courage and valor in the face of danger saved
lives and earned him a Silver Star, two Purple
Hearts, and the Republic of Vietnam Air Cross
of Gallantry.

The Albany (N.Y.) High School graduate
and exceptional scholastic athlete majored
in physical education at Cortland. He played
halfback and safety in football, was among
the state’s fastest track sprinters, competed
as a lacrosse midfielder and performed on
parallel bars and vault at the NCAA Eastern
Regional gymnastics meet.

Bianchino was vice president of his class,
active in the Men’s Glee Club, Dance Club,
Social Activities Council, Beta Phi Epsilon
fraternity and was a residence hall counselor.

He graduated from Cortland in 1963 and
later earned a master's degree in human
resources management from Pepperdine
University.

In 1963, he began his long career with the
U.S. Marine Corps. Over the next three years,
he served in both the U.S. and in Vietnam as
an infantry officer with the 3rd Marine Div,
and infantry company commander with the
Ist Marine Div. Promoted to captain, he was
staff platoon commander and instructor at
The Basic School in Quantico, Va.

Bianchino became a student at the Naval
Air Station in Pensacola, Fla., where Roger
Staubach quarterbacked his Navy Goshawks
football squad.

In 1969, he returned to Vietnam as a pilot
with the Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron
364, the most decorated squadron in Vietnam
and the unit with the highest casualty rate.
Bianchino suffered severe wounds in April
1969 when his helicopter was shot down
attempting to save trapped Marines. He
returned to duty as instructor pilot in Florida,
where he was promoted to major.

In 1975, as a commanding officer, he
helped to design and execute the plan
for the safe evacuation of U.S. forces and
civilians from the city of Saigon. From
1975-78, he was head of the Marine Crps
Sports Unit, served on the U.S. Olym' ¢ dele-
gation to Montreal, and mentored feilow U.S
Marines and Olympic boxer Leon Spinks.

In January 1979, he nicknamed his newly
activated helicopter squadron the “Red
Dragons” in deference to his alma mater. The
squadron, still known by the same name, has
been honored for its actions in combat situa-
tions and worldwide disaster relief operations.

Bianchino served as executive assistant to
the chief of staff for the U.S. Pacific Command
in Hawaii and was an associate professor and
director of the University of Washington Navy
ROTC, before retiring in 1987.

He was staff manager of human resources
for McDonnell-Douglas Corp. and worked for
Interstate Specialty Marketing in California. He
now presides over real estate and marketing
firms.

Assisting the sick and youth groups for
nearly 30 years with the Knights of Columbus,
Bianchino has been active with local organi-
zations to provide high school scholarships
for budding artists and to paint the homes of
elderly and disabled residents.

He and his wife, Brenda, have two
daughters, Leah and Nicole.



